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SITUATION INFORMATION REPORT

INAUGURATION - 1969

The principal demaonstration thrust by dissidents during the
Inanguration and the weckend that proceeds it will be staged to
protcst the War in Vietnam. There will nndoubtedly be represen-
tation on hand from the various student leftist orpanizations prin-
cipally the,SDS and YSA, from the hippics and the YIPPIES and of
course the Negro civil rightists. All will have their axe to grind
but the guiding light and most sophisticated orpanizers for the
Inauguration protest is undoubtedly the National Mobilization
Committee to Fad the War in Vietnan:, The Conunittec thinks
big, has and will continue to orpanize, publish, and plan, feel-
ing that the imipact in the presence of mass news media will
impress no one if they are unable to attract thousands to the
causce of protest and disruption.  The Committece thinks in terins
of legal and medical requirements, the prodaction of & counter-
inaugural ball which will cost thousands of dollars to pull off,
and perhaps of greatest significance, pre-planning at workshops
prior to hitting the streets with placards and slogans, Press
and reports of other Government agencies tend to indicate that
thosc who travel to Washington to demmanstrate will be serving
the pacilist objectives of the NMC regardless of the motivation
which brought them here.

Although Negro militants from Chicago, San Francisco,
and other citics around the country have been reported in
washington planning se¢ssions for the past scveral weeks, the
strongest straws in the wind support the thesis that Negro
_militant groups will for the most part "cool it" during the
'Inauguration. Black Panthers attending the year-cnd National
Conference of the SDS at Ann Arbor expressed the Leliel that
scrious confrontation in Washington would hurt only the black
community. The Panthers were, to say the least, resentful

of outsiders planning disruption in the Capital City. The

Ann Arbor sentiment of the black militant movemeaent scems

to represcent the nation-wide thinking., 1If racial trouble comes
during the lnauguration it will probably be 95 perccifs spontancous.
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The long-range weather forecast for Washington is average
normal temperatures through Monday with a chance of precipitation
on Saturday and Sunday and clear on Monday., Normal high for this
periud is temperatures in the low 40's, '

CIA could be a prominent subject for attack in printed
matter (brochures, pamphlets, pusters and placards) and vocally
by the usce of anti-Agency slogans, harangues, taunts, and absceni-
tics. Demonstrations at some Government buildings and monu-
ments are currently planned and other Government "targets are
subject to irrational mob determination. Headgoarters being ont
of the way, fairly well protected and Iess accessible to the news
media will probably cscape harassment, Dissidents could stage
a "spontancous' demonstration however anywhere in the arca
where news media will assure publicity exposure. Since the

to make a documentary of the Washington Inaugural demonstra-
tions, the NMC could probably pick their timie and place to pro-
test and arrange for publicity coverage. Since Agency cmploy-
ces will enjoy a three-day holiday weckend little threat to rank
and file is likely. Upper cchelon officials, however, particular-
ly the Director if he attends Inaugural functions is at least as
vulncrable as other administration cabinct and sub-cabinet
officials. Actual reports of serious planned physical violence
are few and unrecalistic in concept. A delepate to the SDS

Ann Arbor mecting for instance spoke of an assassination at-
tempt of the President with a homemade rocket.  Another
thrcat was statced by a leftist student leader at Chapel Hill who
spoke of disrupting the motorcade by attacking the automobiles
of dignitaries prinicpally the automobiles in which Presidents
Johnson and Nixon rode. Danger to life and limb cannot be
ignored completely since mob action spurred on by the criminal
clement, the drugged or the drunk can occur,

The plans of the NMC have remiined eonstant for the
past week or ten days. The NMC, headed principally by long-
time pacifist-activist David DELLINGER and youthful but
intclligent Rennard DAVIS, maintains a small staff but serves
as an umbrcella to coordinate and dircct the mass anti-war
cffort of many looscly affiliated anti-war, anti-draft orpani-
zations. NMC spokesmen say that their effort is not against
President-clect Nixon per sc but only to dircct public atten-
tion to and to solicit public sympathy against thc U, 8, Govern-
ment Vietnam War Policy. The NMC is interested, so they
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say, in a "political” con(rontation only, so desipned to point up
the error of U, S, Government ways., 'They scek no militant
confrontation with police authorily. The NMC has appended to
their list of objectives the proposition that they are also against
"enslavement of black people at home, " an extra-philosophical
objective clearly desipgned to enlist the mal-content Negro to
their cause,

The schedule of NMC events fur the period from _ =
17 through 20 January 1969 is as follows:
Friday, 17 January (all day) - Demonstration marshalls are to
arrive at Washington and will assemble for bricfinpgs
and instructions at St. Stephen of the Incarnation Church,
16th and Newton Strects, N, W,

Saturday, 13 Iamnry. 10:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m. - Preparations
for the "counter-Inauguration” will be discussad in three
workshops held at the Hawthorne School, 501 "1" Stroct,
'S. W, The workshops will deal with approximately thirty-
five topics and will be divided into three sections, The
first section, called the program workshop will discuss
topics such as: Gl-orpanizing: IHigh School organizing:
and white racism. The sccond scetion called Educational
wWaorkshop will address the subjects: Law and Oreder
nnder Nixon: Acts of Resgistance; and Military Intervention.
The thired scection will be an all-day teach-in on "The
Movement. "

(NOTE: Thesc subject titles are hardly likely to en-
gender (eclings of pecace and tranquility among the
potential demonstrators.)

Sunday, 19 January, morning - Demonstrations arc planncd at
the Lincoln Meamorial, Washington Monument, Capitol
Building, and at the South Victnam Embassy at 11:00 a.m.
Alternoon - The demonstrators will assenible on the
Ellipsc just south of the Whitc House at 1:00 p. m. and
prepare for their counter-Inaugural march. They will
depart the Ellipse (probably about 2:32 p.m. ), march
along "E" Strcet, Pennsylvania and Constitution Avenue
to the Supreme Court Plaza*(sce footnote Page 4), just
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cast of the capitol, The demonstrators will hear speceles
by DELLINGER, DAVIS, and others for about an hour then
disperse to Union Station where buses will be waiting,
(NOTE: The destination of the buses is unknown but
probably will take the marchers back to various asscinbly
puints within the city.)

Evening - Beginning at 7:00 p. m. the NMC will sponsor o
counter-Inaupural Ball in a huge circus tent on the NMall. %
Scheduled performers are Judy Collins, Phil Ochs and the ¥
FUGS. Admission charges are expected to cover the cost
of the tent which has been rented [rom a Norfolk, Virginia,
company.

Monday - 20 January, morning - 11:00 - NMC will organize presence
along the parade route,

%At this writing, .officials of the NMC and a Gove rnment negotiator,
Harry VAN CLEVE, Guncral Scrvices Administration Counsel have
not reached agrecment either on the demonstration parade route or
the crection of the circus tent on the Mall or for that matter any-

- where in Washington, No permit to demonstrate on vither the 19th
or 20th has been granted to the NMC or for that matter to anyounce
other than the official Inaugural Committcc headed by Marriott of

"Hot Shoppe fame, > L
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The NMC in an carly announcement stated that they would
cndeavor to assemble at one or two locations along the parade
route 50 they could demonstrate en masse when the motorciade
passcd. Two locations prominently mentioned were the tennis
courts at 3rd and Pennsylvania Avenae and the vacant lot at “th
and Pennsylvania Avenue where the FBI plans to build their noew
headquarters building. Since the 9th and Pennsylvania Avenue
site is presently a four-story deep excavation, asing it as an
assembly point by the NMC or any sizcable group seems imprace
tical henee doubtful. It is further belicved that no permits will
be granted for groups along the parade route or anywhere clse in
the city on the 20th, The NMC probably has or will abandon the
quest for an officially recognized spotl and instecad might be ex-
pected to spread out along the route in smaller groups.,

The Conmmittee is expecting a large turn-out for their
activitics on the 19th which they say is their main day of protest.
They have advised visiting demonstrators that they »xpect no
physical confrontation on the 19th, Although in their pronounce-
ment they have been a bit vague regarding possible physical
confrontation on the 20th, they certainly imply that if trouble
comes it will come on Monday when the Committee by demon-
strating along the route will, according to DAVIS, destroy
Nixon's attempt to create a show of unity,

Included in the weekend plans of the NMC is the partici-
pation in the march of GI's [rom [iftcen military installations.
Leaflcts have in fact been found at Ft. Myer, Virginia, apd at
Ft. Mcade, Maryland, advertising the anti-Inau'gural activities
planncd by the NMC and asking for GI participation.

A call has gone out for sympathctic Washingtonians
(liberal churches, dissident organizations and individuals) to
make housing [acilitics available to out-of-town demonstrators.

. The Hawthorne School will probably housc many of the visiting

demonstrators. - This school was prominent during the Poor
Pcoples Campaign last summer and housed a number of the
participants bhoth during and alter the campaign was over. It is
belicvaed that the school was obtained to house the NMC workshops
alter Federal City College withdrew permission for the NMC _
to usc their faciltics. Hcadquarters of NMC during the Inaugura-
tion weckend (and for several wecks prior) is located at the
Church of the Pilgrim, 23rd and "P" Streets, N, W, Their
medical and communication center (which will be manned by
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the Kowe Cemtu Univeralty 3D3 Chapter) i3 at the sanwe location,

- The NMC boasts that the counter-Inaugural Rall is certain
to be an "unforpettable success, ™ The buast, if the tent goes up
is probably accurate. In addition to the entertainment mentionerd
above (Judy Collings, Phil Ochs and the FUGS), another hanedbill
being circulated, advertising the "Ball on the Mall™ lists addition-
al entertainment as Pigasus, and the YIPPIES plus the Children .
of God. "Box scats and orchestra seats - $2.00. Outer rim and
backrow scats (for Republicans, regualar Democrats and such
folk - $35.00)." The Ball on the Mall is scheduled for the
occagion where Jerry RUBIN (YIPPIE lcader) is to in-1HOG-
urate Pigasus the pig.

Rennard DAVIS has announced that in order to disrupt
the "Establishment Ball, " identical, presumably forged, tickets
would be distributed by the hundreds to Washington demonstrators,

It has been reported that memboers and sympathizers of the
Fifth Avenue Vietnam Pceace Parade Committee and the NMC plan
to lcave New York on January 1B in order to attend the Hawthorne
School mecting. The Hawthorne School will be used as the Peace
Parade Committee's conter of operations, Reportedly a Washing-
ton-bascd anti-war group known as the Mobilization for Peace will
handle sleeping arrangements for members of the New York visitors
who will remain in washington through the Inauguration cercemonies.
Housing will be provided in private homes and church basements.
There have been no firm commitmoents regarding rental of buses
or trains but it has been reported that one Eric WEINBURGER
represcnting the Pcace Parade Conimittece has becn attempting to
rent thirty to scventy buscs at the lowest rate available for the
round trip to Washington. WEINBURGER has also inquired ro-
garding rental of two coaches from the Pennsylvania Railroad,
usc of private cars and the formation of car pools is being encour-
aged,

Eugene GLADSTONE, Michipgan coordinator of the NMC
has contacted the Brooks Bus Company (belicved in Detroit)
inquiring as to the rental of ten buses, If rented (no firm
‘commitment so far) the buses will leave Detroit on the 18th and
return on the 20th. These ten buses could transport 400 people.

_ Although the SDS has not sponsorcd Inaugura® demonstra-
tions on a National lcvel (details of Ann Arbor decision reported
‘
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fn lawt wochto Situation Information Report) the loosce-knit nature
of SDS predictably permits various chapters to take part in dis-
ruption if they wish. Since the D, C. arca boasts scveral chap-
ters at local universitics some participation can be expected,
Scveral weeks ago the University of Maryland chapter announded
plans for & counter-Inaugural parade on the 20th (two hours atter
the Nixon Inauguration) wherein several groups starting from
various points around the city would converge on the Capitol,
Although this SDS pronouncement by the Marylanders has not
been fortified in recent press or confidential source reports,
nceither has it been cancelled officially. A recent SDS-MDS
pamphlct calls for SDS demonstrations on January 18 at

Guorge Washington University; on Janvary 19 at the International
Police Academy; and on January 20 at the South Vietnam Embassy.

On January 8 the Chicago Tribune rvpuri:w.l that SDS
leaders from six states have prepared plans in Chicago which
will emphasize that a militant action at the Inauguration is
crucial in ordér to demonstrate solidarity with the National
Liberation Front and the North Victnam Army. SDS [urther
halieves according to the Tribune report that an action on
Inauguration Day will help expand their base, Many new people
were attracted to SDS following the militancy at Columbia and
Chicago. Maps of Washington werce distributed showing parks,
paradc routes and Inaugural Ball sites, On January I8 plans
call for movement centers to be organized by high school
chapters of the SDS in Washington. The 19th, the visiting
SDScers will lcave the schuedule vpened for isolated demmonstra-
tions or. cooperation with the NMC.

Early on January 20 thc demonstrators will get to the
paradc route. Inmmediately after the paradc they will gather
directly behind the Justice Department. There, plans will be
made to stage a march to the Justice Department as well as
marches to the Inaugural Balls. Chicago radical groups know
alrcady where T.V, cameras will be sct up. They will travel
to washington on the 17th and all plans will be firmed up on the
18th when they know how many demonstrators arce on haned.

The George Washington Univur'sity chapter of SDS
expects to be active during the weekened and allegedly will muster
some 3,000 to 5,000 demonstrators and sympathizers.

Georgetwon University SDS plans are indefintte but they
may try a protest at Lafaycttc‘Park.
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American University SDOSers plan i mecting au the Bab at
which time: they will decide whethier oe not to have a "head splitting
confrontation' with the police.,

An_organization known as the lnaugural Anti - War Mobili ca-
tion, wWashington, D, C,, has also produced a broclere eonconraciog
one aind all in the New York City area to join in the haugaeal
protest. Their list of scheduled events coincides with activatics o .
the NALIC, ‘

The Southern Student ()rp,aniz.ihg Comiittes headgiarte red
in Nashyille plans (o licld some of their local coltege chagteres
during the weekend,  This orgdanization which atbracts hitthe atten-
tion in the press compared with pross coverage alfordod other
radical stadent groups (SDS, YSA) has been, perhaps, the most
militant and threatening in thejr pre-inaugaral planning sessions,
On Lthe 9th of January, Goearge Marctin VELASTES, preseuatly feee
on appeal after conviction and scatencing to a five: year prison
tern for failure to subimit Tor induction, presided al agesting
of about forty people indluding menihers of the SSOC aud thee
Young Socialist Alliance at Chapel Hill,  The mecting was held
to discuss counter-Inaupural aclivities aml VEASELS piave o
brief summary ol information ontlined from SSOC headguarters,
VLASUIS adviscd the group that attempts soight be macle aloog
the parade roate to disvupt the motorcade which woulbd indtude
attacks on dignitaries'antos.  He stated laether that demonstra-
tors would be armed with clubs and other weapons,  During
subscquent interviews by the FBI, VLASITS denied knowledge
of any plannced violence and suid his only information was that
contained in SSOC titerature which did say "to bring helinets
if you plan to stay in Washington on Monday." Demonstrations
on the L8th and 19th were to be peaceful, '

An unknown numboer of radicat students frons the Univer-

. sity of North Carvaolina at Chapel 1l has been organized by one

Charles NANN, the state information officer of the United Anti-
war Mohilization Front and will attend and demonstrate at the
Inaugural,

Duke University studients are being veganized for the
same purpose by Mark PINSKY, a writer for the Duks Cronicle,

On December 20, 1968, the Stockholm Counfegence on
Vietnam met in Stockhohm and sent a cable to the SDS in St. Louis

(I ! - A ~
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stating Lthat the inteenational body would send a delegation to
washington for a demonstration on January 19, The organization
represents nincteen international organications in fifty -one '
countries’and plans its demonstration so that "Mr. Nixon, when
he takes over, really will feel that there is a mighty internationil
oppousition against Johnson's War in Victnam, "

Over 10, 000 troops will be on hand for Inangnration Dav
ceremonices.  Eight thousand mien will be involved in the parade
and 2,000 Marines will be used as an honor guard around the
Capitol and as a cordon along Pennsylvania Avenue.  No addi-
tional units will be brought into Washington for use as a
sccurity force and none will be placed on special alert,  An
Army spokesman stated that the Army does have a contingency
plan that will be used in case an emergency develops, A'D,C,
National Guard spokesman advisced that the full strength of the
guard, about 1, 720 mien will be used to help Metropolitan Police
Department.

Also visiting in Washington over the weekend will be the
usual contingent of out-of-town police detectives and sheriffs.
Their sclection and assignment during the Inaugural ceremonices
is both traditional and political. They come to work paircd
with the Washington Police force in a plainclothes capacity
tarpeted against pickpockets, con-artists, prostitutes, petty
thieves and sundry other netherworld crcatures expoected to
converge on Washington for the [estivitics.

‘Little or no information has been obscrved regarding the
Inaugural intentions of the ncar and far rightist organizations
The Young Americans for Frecdom, a looscly-knit conscrva-
tive student organization created on the college campus in
rcecent years to offsct and counteract the forces from the lelt
(SDS and YSA principally) has made no pronouncement.

On the local level (chapters at local Universities) they can
cxpect to be on hand but probably without sufficicnt organi-
zation to make their presence known, Their ability to attract
activists in the past as a counter-force has been spotty. YAF's
appeal just naturally cultivates the non-activist,

: Commandcr ROCIKWELL's remaining handful of American
Nazis has also not been hecard from. Since ROCKWELL's dcath
little spark remains in the oncec active though minute band of
crackpots. A -
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It is Lelicved that in spite of the organization and pronouncements
of leftist,"peacenik, " draft resister, and other various dissident gronps,

average patriotic prople will come to Washington a= they have in the
past to Inaugurate the Nation's President,  Although there is wmore

- mal-content activity this year than for any Inaugurations in recent

memory, naturally fanned by an unpopular war, it is belicved that
popular support for Mr. Nixon as well as a sentimental farcewell for
President Johnson and a remaining basic respect (or and trust in
Amecrican demaocracy will underscore the ovder of the day. There
will for surce be demonstrations but indications are they will fail to
ignite the mass popular protest the organizers hope for,

SOURCES: Government and news media reports

RELIABILITY: Probably truc

Notc: Information reported in last week's Situation Information
Report remains current.
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™e followins trancportation data concerring groupc planning to participate in counter-
cepururatior demovstyations in Husiiirlor., DL.C. vas compiled ac of 0600 hours, 15 Jaruary 1950,
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. means attempted repression of the growing insurgency among students,

S IV

A GALL TO CONG TO WADHINGION, D.C. = January 18, 19 & 20, 1969 P

On January 20th, Richard Milhous Nixon will be inaugurated in a L
ceremony that has traditionally symbolized the hope of Americans
for a fresh start.

THE UNITY NIXON TALKS ABOUT IS EVASION !

: -

The reality of the United States i{s a country decply divided. .
Instead of unity under Nixon, the country should be facing up to A
the drastic changes needed to bring about justice and peace - r_

immediate withdrawal of troops from Vietnam, liberation of bLlack
people and a basic reorganization of the country's social priorities
and goals. The Nixon cabinet, ‘made up basically of bankers, cor-
poration lawyers and millionaire businessmen," (NY Times) is a
threat to these goals. No wonder millions of working people are
clearly suspiclous of what unity would mean for them under aun
administration h2aded by Richard Nixonm.

THE LAW AND ORDER NIXON TALKS ABOUT IS REPRESSION

Nixon does not intend to impose law and order on thc military-
industrial complex or the ruling clique in Vietnam. What kind of
law and order dr you think is favored by Strom Thurmond and the .
other racists who supported Nixon's election? Nixon's law and order b

+
black people, teachers, young profcssionals, women, the poor, ¥
working people, writers and artists, Gl's, veterans and the clergy.

THE PEACE NIX&N’T%LRS ABOUT IS A HOAX

-
PR e
-

Nixon has already pledged himseclf to a continuation of Johnson's
war pollcies and a drastic expansion of US milltarism through a i
35-billion dnllar increase in the arms race and by the appclntment #
of Henry Vissinger, a leadinyg advocate of dependence on nucleav
threat, as his chief advisor.

Join us in Washington on January 18-20. Join us with the tull
understanding that in the heart of winter with the possibility

of snow, cold or other eobstacles, it will be hard to leave the
comfort of our homes, or give up our vague illusions abhout a new
government. Join us because the price of silence at this crucial
time i3 greater slaughter and bloodshed in Vietnam, tontinued
oppression of black people and other groups and thc melting away
of hope. »




